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Happy New Year! Kung Hei Fat Choi! Shing Nian Kuai Le! 

Nian Nian Yo Yu! Sui Sui Ping An! Gong Shee Fa Chai! I’ve never 

realized that there are so many ways to say or express Happy New 

Year! So, on February 10, 2013, MotivAsians joined the world in 

capping the previous year and welcoming the new year with a 

sumptuous 10-course dinner at Li Wah Chinese Restaurant. 

 

As we bid adieu to the year of the Dragon, we celebrate the 

year of the Snake 2013. As the sixth sign out of 12 animal signs in the 

Chinese Zodiac, the snake is also called the Junior Dragon. Ancient 

Chinese wisdom says that a snake in the house is a sign of good 

omen because it means that the family will not starve. People who 

were born in this year are keen, cunning, intelligent and wise. They 

are great mediators and have good business acumen.                                                                                                                                    
                                                                    continued on page  7 
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                                                       State of MotivAsians 2013 

                                                                 Rachael Ng 

On Thursday, January 24
th
, 2013, MotivAsians held its annual “State of MotivAsians” meeting. This 

meeting is an annual event, where the MotivAsians management board receives members’ input of 

how to structure MotivAsians for the coming year, in terms of professional development, social net-

working, and civic involvement. Additionally, as the MotivAsians management team had restructuring 

this year (see article in this newsletter), the board members were each announced with their official 

title at this meeting. The event, held at Margaret Wong and Associates office on Chester Avenue, had 

a strong showing of around 30 individuals. The room was split into two groups, where the groups 

brainstormed of future ideas, led by the leadership of MotivAsians management members. At the end 

of the meeting, the two groups came together to collaborate ideas, where, surprisingly, a lot of similari-

ties existed between the two groups.  There was especially an emphasis on becoming more involved 

in the community and exploring more into the city of Cleveland. The MotivAsians management team 

would like to thank all the individuals who came to this event, as these ideas will be implemented in the 

coming year. If you, the reader, has any ideas on ways to improve the professional, social, or commu-

nity aspects of MotivAsians, please feel free to email your ideas to info@motivasians.org. Overall, it 

was a successful meeting! 

mailto:info@motivasians.org
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On September 17, 2012, MotivAsians kicked off CommunicAsians, which is a year-long professional develop-

ment program designed to help participants deliver effective presentations and speeches with more confi-

dence.  The program is facilitated by a highly-regarded presentation coach and professional speaker, Phil Stel-

la of Effective Training & Communication, Inc.  Phil brings over 30 years of experience as a corporate busi-

ness and presentation skill consultant and has coached senior executives and small business groups. Phil al-

so is a freelance writer, with over 400 articles published both locally and nationally in the business and industry 

fields.  Additional information about Phil can be found online at http://communicate-confidently.com/. 

CommunicAsians is a program unique to MotivAsians and provides participants with invaluable insight and 

knowledge of the basics of public speaking, constructive feedback, and networking opportunities.  Topics that 

have been covered so far include overcoming presentation anxiety, creating audience centric content, effective 

use of visual aids, and physical delivery skills such as eye contact, gestures, stance and movement.  The pro-

gram has a built in practice session when participants use their elevator pitch as a framework to practice the 

various topics covered.  Future topics include vocal delivery skills such as inflection, pace and pausing and 

handling audience questions.   

It’s not too late to join!  The cost for the remaining program is $15 per series, which includes a discussion ses-

sion and the related practice session.  Once you join the program, you will have access to past materials as 

well as be able to join our closed LinkedIn discussion group.  Additional information about CommunicAsians, 

including registration information, can be found online at: http://motivasians.org/events/communicasians/.  

We thank the generosity of our sponsors:  The Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland State University Diversity Manage-

ment Program, Horseshoe Casino, KeyBank, Lubrizol, and Margaret Wong & Associates.  We also thank Phil 

Stella and Effective Training & Communication, Inc., for partnering with MotivAsians and making Communi-

cAsians a success! 

   Professional Development Corner:  CommunicAsians 

 Deborah Yue 

http://motivasians.org/events/communicasians/
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   Cleveland Asian Festival   

The Cleveland Asian Festival is an annual celebration of Asian American Heritage month in May the weekend 

before Memorial Weekend in Cleveland's Asiatown neighborhood.  

Want to be an exhibitor at the Cleveland Festival? Just 9 more days for sponsorship opportunities and exhibitor 

deadlines.  

 

To be a sponsor, go to: http://clevelandasianfestival.org/2013/sponsorship/ 

 

To be an exhibitor in the World Marketplace, go to: http://tinyurl.com/CAF2013VendorForm for a application. 

Space is limited, applications must be in by 3/31/2013. 

http://clevelandasianfestival.org/2013/sponsorship/
http://tinyurl.com/CAF2013VendorForm
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   MotivAsians at Cleveland International Film Festival (CIFF) 

MotivAsians is sponsoring a Japanese movie titled, "Key of Life" at the Cleveland Film Festival. Mov-
ie screenings are 4/12 @ 8:30pm, and 4/13@ 3:30pm. Message or email us (info@motivasians.org) 
to get promo code for a discount on tickets.  
 
http://www.clevelandfilm.org/films/2013/key-of-life 

 

In this comical farce from Japan, the lives of three people intertwine thanks to a knock on the head. 

Takeshi is an out-of-work actor at the end of his rope – literally. Kondo is a contract killer with ice flow-

ing through his veins. But when he slips and loses his memory, his identity is taken over by Takeshi 

who must now play the most important role of his life: Kondo the Killer. Kanae is a beautiful career 

woman who has her wedding planned and ready to go. She just needs a groom. Living as Kondo is fun 

for Takeshi who enjoys the fast life, but Kondo is struggling to get by as Takeshi. Thanks to Kanae's 

help, Kondo learns he has quite the knack for playing a loser actor who, only days before, tried to kill 

himself. With all the classic farcical elements, KEY OF LIFE's crisis of identity plays out in hilarious 

fashion just as Takeshi finds he must actually try to kill someone other than himself, and Kondo's 

memory begins to return. Funny, sweet, and charming, KEY OF LIFE is another great screwball come-

dy from one of Japan's best. (In Japanese with subtitles) . 

http://www.clevelandfilm.org/films/2013/key-of-life
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MotivAsians members had the exciting opportunity to take a guided behind the scene tour of The 

Lubrizol Corporation’s campus in Wickliffe, Ohio.  The Lubrizol Company, a Berkshire Hathaway 

company, is a Fortune 500 corporation headquartered in Wickliffe, Ohio.  The event kicked off with a 

networking reception with Lubrizol employees.  MotivAsians members then learned about the history 

of Lubrizol, Lubrizol’s business and the products that they support as well as Lubrizol’s commitment 

to diversity and inclusion. 

We then chose one of three (3) guided tours.  The first tour focused on Research and Development 

of lubricant additives, which are designed to improve the performance of fuels and lubricants for 

transportation and industry.  The second tour focused on Blend Test Services, which provides quality 

blending and testing services to support research and development.  Testing services include 

analytical, physical and performance bench testing on components, additives and finished fluids.  The 

third tour focused on Mechanical Testing, which provides quality mechanical testing services on 

finished fluids for proof of performance.  Needless to say, all those who attended this event went 

away with a greater appreciation for chemistry and a greater knowledge of the work of Lubrizol. 

We thank our friends at The Lubrizol Company for opening up their facilities to MotivAsians and for 

hosting one of our Discover Cleveland! tours. 

                                                    Past MotivAsians Events 

Discover Cleveland! Behind the Scene Tour of Lubrizol 

 Deborah Yue 
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But before we continue, let us revisit the Chinese New Year. It is also called the Spring Festival and the Lunar 
New Year. The festival traditionally begins on the first day of the first month of the Chinese calendar and ends on the 
15

th
 with the Lantern Festival. It is the most important and longest festival in the Lunar calendar. And this year it fell 

on the 10th of February. On New Year’s eve, families enjoy a feast that may include chicken, vegetables, and sweet 
delicacies. Although it varies in the different regions of China, here are a few common Lunar New Year tradition and 
customs. 

 
 Cleaning houses to sweep away the previous year’s ill fortunes, making way for good fortune and prosperity 
 Wearing red for good luck and to scare away evil spirits. 
 Giving children and unmarried persons red paper envelopes with money in it for luck calle d”Hong Bao”. 
 Red envelopes for immediate family are distributed during reunion dinner containing money in even number 

amounts which reflect good luck and honorability. 
 

Our feast began with registrations promptly at 5pm. Our 5 reserved tables, which seated 10 each, were all 
fully booked. Warm greetings and pleasantries were exchanged as people tried to catch up. We promptly began with 
Jen and Rachael (Co-Presidents) greeting/thanking each table for their participation in this celebration. All the tables 
were festive, happy, boisterous, celebratory, full of laughter and jokes with some tables aided by a few bottles of 
Tsing Tao. Food started arriving at the tables around 6pm. Each aromatic waft of the dish being served heightened 
our taste buds with anticipated delight. At 7:15pm, the much awaited Lion Dance from the Kwan started to entertain 
us. We stuffed the dragon with red envelopes. And it was a moment enjoyed by all the patrons and kids in the restau-
rant.  

So, for next year’s Lunar New Year dinner, be sure mark your calendars and please join us for an 
evening that you soon won’t forget. Cheers! 

 

 
MotivAsians Lunar New Year Dinner 2013  

continued from pg 1 

If you have any suggestions for the newsletter or would like to see a future topic, share information, articles, upcoming events 
with the group, please contact Pinky Purohit at purohit_pinky@yahoo.com 
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   Many Cheers and Thanks for Attending MotivAsians Holiday Party! 

Jennifer Luu 

Held on December 13 at the trendy Battery Park Wine Bar, the holiday mixer--in collaboration with Engage! 

Cleveland and multiple young professional organizations--was crowded and well-received. We had more than 30 

MotivAsians members in attendance, making a strong presence and impression on other organizations! Our 

members, new and old, could be found indulging in happy hour drink and food specials, mingling with friends play-

ing billiards and networking with other groups. Thanks to all who came out and made this evening a memorable 

one! This holiday mixer was an excellent way to close 2012! Looking forward to 2013! 
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MotivAsians Holiday Party 
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                             MotivAsians Organizational Restructuring for Growth 

Jennifer Luu 

 

Over the years, MotivAsians has developed and established themselves as a reputable young profes-
sional organization within the community. Our name and initiatives are being recognized more and more, 
as we are sought after for partnership and membership requests. To enhance our focus and drive 
growth opportunities, new departments and management positions have been established. 

We are happy to welcome and announce the following individuals on the management team: 

Jennifer Luu: Co-President 

Rachael Ng: Co-President 

Deborah Yue: Director of Professional Development 

Barbara Lum: Director of Events 

Lyvian Loh: Director of Online and Social Media 

Pinky Purohit: Director of Communications 

Alex Alarcon: Director of Membership 

Alison Li: Treasurer 

Phil Bautista: Secretary 

Disheng Lin: Project Manager 

Rebecca Lee: Project Manager 

Elizabeth Liu: Project Manager 

If you are interested in having a more active role within the organization, please contact us for an oppor-
tunity to join the management team. 


