
MotivAsians celebrated the Year of the 

Tiger at Bo Loong Chinese Restaurant on 

February 21, 2010.  Members and friends 

enjoyed a delicious selection of traditional 

New Year dishes such as Frolicking Baby 

Dragons (Shrimp & Walnuts in Chef’s 

white dressing) and Profit Galore (a whole 

steamed fish). To celebrate the occasion, 

the Kwan family troupe performed the 

traditional lion dance with drum and 

cymbals to ward off the evil spirits. The 

audience was invited to feed the lion with 
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red envelopes to bring good luck for the 

upcoming year (see photo below!). 

Partnering with MotivAsians for this dinner 

was the Northeast Ohio chapter of 

Organization of Women in International 

Trade (OWIT), a non-profit professional 

organization designed to promote women 

doing business in international trade by 

providing networking and educational 

opportunities. It was a great opportunity 

for old and new members to reunite and 

celebrate the new year. 

Dear MotivAsians 

members and friends, it’s a 

pleasure to bring you our 

2nd newsletter. As you’ll 

see, we’ve been quite busy!  

It has been about 9 months 

since I became president 

and as I’ve met and talked 

to new members, the 

question I always get is 

“What is MotivAsians?” I 

could recite the mission, 

vision, and pillars, but what 

does that really mean? The 

best way I can answer this 

question is to talk about 

my experience and what 

MotivAsians has done for 

me and why I think this 

organization is important. I 

moved to Cleveland in 

2001 for a 1 year 

administrative fellowship at 

Cleveland Clinic.  

(continued on page 5)  



In November 2009, MotivAsians 

partnered with area businesses and 

schools to collect non-perishables foods 

for Asian Services In Action Inc.’s (ASIA) 

food pantry program. ASIA is a 

nonprofit 501c3 Asian social service 

agency. Their program serves more than 

40 families in the Greater Cleveland 

area, many of whom have been newly 

resettled. Over a period of 4 weeks, 

MotivAsians members worked with 

Cleveland Clinic, Keybank, Lubrizol, 

Mot i vAs i an s  Care s :  The  Powe r  o f  G i v i n g  

Cleveland Chinese School, Korean 

American Association, Organization 

of Chinese Americans Greater 

Cleveland, and the Cleveland 

Contemporary Chinese Association 

School to setup drop off bins and 

collect nonperishable food items 

that cater to the Asian palate. Food 

was brought to ASIA’s offices by 

the car load. The food drive was a 

success as items like mung beans, 

tofu, rice, dried vegetables, soy 

milk, and other staples in the Asian 

diet were collected along with 

plenty of chicken soup! More than 

20 boxes of food were collected 

and sorted. We are thankful to 

those who gave this year and hope 

to grow the program in 2010. 

Hol iday  Par ty  

On December 16, 2009, forty 

MotivAsians members and friends came 

together to celebrate the holiday season 

at Light Bistro in Ohio City. There was 

good food, good drinks, and good 

company. Delicious appetizers included 

crudite of vegetables (i.e. fancy name for 

a vegetable tray), goat cheese and 

caramelized onion tarts, lamb and 

chorizo meatballs, street chicken 

(which was marinated in miso and 

soy then fried), and mini pork belly 

sandwiches. In addition, the White 

Elephant proved interesting with a 

crock pot, LED lantern, tool set, 

and a coffee maker up for grabs. 

The holiday revelers seemed very 

practical and domestic this year for 

some reason… Lucky Truc went 

home with the prized crock pot. 

Kudos to Elaine for mixing it up 

with her custom Tiger Woods 

framed photo! That got a good 

laugh. It was great to see Benson 

Lee and Ye-Fan Glavin, two of our 

trusted advisors as well. Thanks 

again to Margaret Wong for 

providing 30 copies of her new 

book, The Immigrant's Way. Finally, 

thanks to Debbie and Jenny for 

volunteering at the registration 

table and to Alison for planning a 

wonderful event! 

Meran  Chang @ 

Rotar y  GSE 

Congratulations to 

Motivasians member, 

Meran Chang, for 

being chosen to 

participate in Rotary 

Foundation's Group Study Exchange 

(GSE) program. This year's Rotary 

GSE team travels to Taiwan. The 

Rotary’s GSE program is a unique 

cultural and vocational exchange 

opportunity for businesspeople and 

professionals between the ages of 

25 and 40 who are in the early 

stages of their careers. For four 

weeks, team members experience 

the host country's culture and 

institutions, observe how their 

vocations are practiced abroad, 

develop personal and professional 

relationships, and exchange ideas.  



Benson  Lee  @ TEDxCLE 

On February 26, MotivAsians advisor 

Benson Lee presented at TEDxCLE. 

TEDxCLE was organized in an effort to 

bring Cleveland innovation, 

development, and positive change. 

Cleveland's first official TEDx event, 

took place at The Capitol Theatre in 

the Gordon Square Arts District. At 

this event, TEDTalks video and live 

speakers, spanning topics such as 

health care, urban revitalization, 

alternative energy, and product 

development, were shared to 

spark deep discussion and 

connection amongst speakers and 

attendees alike. 

Believe it or not, Ohio is 

recognized as a global center for 

the fuel cell technology industry. 

Due to our deep manufacturing 

history, our state has the 

knowledge, work force and 

infrastructure to support the 

development of this clean and 

efficient energy technology. In 

addition to decreasing our carbon 

footprint and providing alternative 

energy options; fuel cell technology 

can also aid in solving social 

problems. 

Benson’s talk discussed solving 

global social problems with fuel cell 

technology. 

To see his presentation, go to: 

http://tedxcle.com/ 

Mo t i vA s i a n s  C a r e s :  A s i a  P l a z a  H 1N1  C l i n i c  

On Sunday, January 24th, MotivAsians 

in conjunction with Asian Services In 

Action Inc. (ASIA) teamed up to 

deliver more than 200 free doses of 

H1N1 vaccine to Greater Cleveland’s 

underserved. 

The clinic focused on serving culturally 

and linguistically isolated members of 

the immigrant and refugee 

communities. Medical direction and 

supplies were provided by the 

Cuyahoga County Board of Health and 

the Cleveland Department of Public 

Health. ASIA provided training for 

community health workers, translated 

fliers, and brought much needed 

interpreters to the clinic. Their 

community health workers, in 

many cases, drove families to the 

clinics.    

MotivAsians volunteers, many of 

whom are bilingual, served to 

maintain the flow, assisted with 

patient registration, and helped 

with logistics for the clinic. More 

than 10 languages were 

represented (Bhutanese, Karen, 

Tagalog, Mandarin, Cantonese, 

Vietnamese, Korean, Cambodian, 

Laotian, Somali, and Arabic).  

This event serves as a model for 

care for culturally and linguistically 

isolated communities and has been 

hailed a success by the Cuyahoga 

County Board of Health and the 

Cleveland Department of Public 

Health.   

COSE, the Greater Cleveland 

Partnership, and several other local 

chambers of commerce across the 

Northeast Ohio area will be 

participating in a trip to China from 

April 19th – April 27th. On 

Thursday, March 25th, 6 – 8 pm, a 

Meet & Greet event will be held for 

the 60 travelers in the boardroom 

at the Higbee Building.  

COSE is looking for a speaker who 

can come and share insight on 

Chinese culture and customs with 

the travelers. If you are interested, 

please contact Amber Smith at 

asmith@cose.org.  

 

http://www.neochambers.org/ 



34th Cleveland International Film 

Festival 

March 18-28, 2010  

Tower City Cinemas 

$2.00 off a ticket purchase 

Use the code "MOTIVA" 

www.clevelandfilm.org  

This year, MotivAsians is sponsoring 

Accident (Yi Ngoi) 

ACCIDENT is a psychological brain

-twister that plumbs the depths of a 

killer’s soul. The Brain is a self-

styled “accident choreographer” 

who leads a band of cerebral hit 

men in taking out targets in well-

crafted “accidents” that are actually 

perfectly staged acts of crime. 

Plagued with guilt, the Brain is 

naturally suspicious, and his 

paranoia grows after his wife and 

one of the gang are killed in 

spectacular accidents. Convinced 

that they’re no coincidence, he 

thinks someone is plotting to 

terminate him. When he’s accosted 

by Fong, an insurance agent who 

The first ever Cleveland Asian Festival 

will be held Saturday, May 22, 2010 at  

E. 30th and Payne Ave from 11am to 

8pm. CAF is a landmark undertaking to 

unite the community through 

recognition of its culture, diversity, and 

people. The event is made possible by 

the volunteerism and participation of 

many diverse and ethnic groups 

including: Chinese, Taiwanese, Korean, 

Japanese, Filipino, Indian, Vietnamese, 

Laotians, Indonesian, Malaysian, Thai, 

and others. The Festival will feature 

food and merchandise vendors, local 

and national performing artists, a 

children’s activities area, games, 

competitions, and a health fair that 

focuses on screenings and 

education. 

MotivAsians is a key driver and 

supporter of this festival. 

How you can help 

1) Know of a great Asian restaurant 

or store that should be at the 

Festival? CAF is currently accepting 

applications for food and 

merchandise vendors. 

2) CAF is seeking title sponsors.  

3) Are you interested in 

volunteering at the Festival? 

To sign up and download 

applications, go to: 

www.clevelandasianfestival.org 

 

happened to be at the scene of the 

“accident,” the Brain becomes sure 

that he’s the mastermind behind the 

conspiracy. To regain his sanity and 

save his life, he must kill Fong 

before he makes his next move. (In 

Cantonese with subtitles) 

 

 



You are invited to experience a 

great evening of music and 

celebration on  

March 23, 2010 (Tuesday)               

8:00 p.m.                                    

Drinko Recital Hall                 

Cleveland State University's Music 

Department first floor                             

2001 Euclid Ave                               

Cleveland, OH 44115                                        

On the program:                                  

Brahms' Complete Sonatas                         

with Erich Eichhorn, violin                    

Angelin Chang, piano 

A post-concert reception is being 

planned.  

Admission FREE. 

For more information, contact:   

Dr. Angelin Chang 

a.chang75@csuohio.edu            

(216) 687-2036 

 

 

Cleveland Bridge Builders (CBB) 

develops rising leaders for our 

community’s future by providing 

leadership training, serving as a leadership 

resource for the community, embracing 

inclusive and connective leadership, and 

encouraging communication between 

emerging leaders and established leaders 

in the Cleveland community. 

CBB is now accepting application for the 

Class of 2011. 

Deadline to apply is April 2, 2010  

For more information, please contact 

Hannah Belsito, Program Director, at 

hbelsito@cleveleads.org. 

www.cleveleads.org 

 

Are you interested in sponsoring 

an upcoming newsletter? 

MotivAsians publishes this 

newsletter quarterly.  For more 

information, please contact 

management@motivasians.org  

Not only did I have to adjust to 

working for the first time, I had to do 

it in a city where I knew no one else. 

By chance, I came across an article in 

the Plain Dealer about a group called 

MotivAsians and soon after attended 

my first meeting. Here, I was able to 

connect and make my first of many 

good friends in Cleveland (Andrew, 

Dave, and Roger). I also met people 

who had recently transitioned from 

college and were eager to give me 

advice. I attended events regularly and 

was soon asked to join the 

management team where I was given 

the opportunity to lead a few projects 

and practice some management skills in 

a safe environment. As I got to know 

V i ’ s  V i ew  ( c o n t i n u e d  f r om  p a g e  1 )  

Cleveland, and became a diehard fan of 

the city, I wanted to be a key part of its 

rebirth. Through my relationships 

within MotivAsians, that happened. 

MotivAsians introduced and 

encouraged me to attend Cleveland 

Bridge Builders (CBB). After 

completing CBB, those connections 

have resulted in me now being on the 

Board of the Cleveland Pops 

Orchestra, a member of the United 

Way’s Community Health Investment 

Committee, the Board of Cleveland 

Connexion, and others. MotivAsians 

also introduced me to ASIA, Inc. and 

OCAGC, two groups that we work 

very closely with today. With ASIA, we 

were able offer some great volunteer 

opportunities for MotivAsians 

members. If we don’t help the less 

fortunate Asian population in 

Cleveland, who will? Through 

OCAGC, I was given a unique 

opportunity to be a host on Image 

TV Ohio. Who would have ever 

thought I would host a TV show? 

These relationships have also led to 

the most ambitious project ever for 

Cleveland’s Asian community, the 

first ever Cleveland Asian Festival! 

In a nutshell, that is what 

MotivAsians has done for me. I 

hope that from my experiences, 

you can see what MotivAsians 

simply is, an opportunity for you to 

grow personally and professionally.     


