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Did you visit the first ever Cleveland Asian 

Festival (CAF) on May 22? If not, you 

missed out! MotivAsians was there from 

the beginning, helping conceptualize, plan, 

and execute the largest display of Asian 

culture, food, and fun in Northeast Ohio! 

This Festival brought much needed 

attention to AsiaTown. In a post Festival 

survey, 16% of the respondents stated 

they had never been to AsiaTown before 

that day! MotivAsians members and 

friends stopped by and visited the 

MotivAsians tent throughout the day to 
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relax, take a break from the Festival, and 

catch up with one another. What a great 

variety of performances, food, vendors, 

and activities. The egg roll eating 

competition was certainly a crowd favorite 

and the inflatable sumo wrestling was 

hilarious fun had by all. Plans are already 

under way for the next Festival to be held 

on May 21 & 22, 2011. Interested in 

helping out for CAF 2.0? Email 

management@motivasians.org. For photos 

and video of CAF 2010, go to: 

www.clevelandasianfestival.org 

Dear MotivAsians members and friends, in 

June we have the first of our three part 

speaker series that will feature Dr. Hiro 

Fujita. Here is a great story of an Asian 

entrepreneur taking an idea and running 

with it. Have you ever had a great idea, but 

didn’t know what to do next? Then come 

hear Dr. Fujita tell us how he did it. In the 

Speaker Series, we’ve asked the speakers 

to focus on three things. 1) Their area of 

expertise, 2) How they got to where they 

are today and 3) Advice for Asian 

Professionals as they progress through 

their career. This series will expose you 

to Asian leaders in Cleveland. Yes, they 

do exists, so come learn how you can 

become one too! (continued on page 4) 
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On June 8, over 300 Asian American & 

Pacific Islanders visited the Ohio State 

House for the first ever AAPI Legislative 

Day. It was a successful event and raised 

awareness about Asian Americans to 

many legislators. State Senator Ray 

Miller, Minority Whip, and Kiran Ahuja, 

Executive Director of the White House 

Initiative on AAPIs were the keynote 

speakers. The attendees also had the 

opportunity to hear from State 

Representative Edna Brown about the 

AAP I  Le g i s l a t i v e  Day—June  8 ,  2 01 0  

process of getting legislation passed. 

Finally, there was a Q & A with a 

panel of State Representatives, 

including State Representative Jay 

Goyal (D-73rd District), Majority 

Whip. He's the only Asian 

American currently serving in the 

Ohio House of Representatives. 

 

  

2010 Speaker Series: A Conversation with Dr. Hiroyuki Fujita 

Thursday, June 17, 2010 

5:30pm - Registration and Reception 

No cost. Space is extremely limited.  

Location: BioEnterprise 

11000 Cedar Avenue 

Cleveland , OH 44106 

RSVP by clicking the link below: 

http://tinyurl.com/3954poz 

Dr. Hiroyuki Fujita is the founder, 

president and CEO of Quality 

Electrodynamics (QED). The 

Mayfield Village-based company was 

recently named one of the 20 most 

promising US companies by Forbes, 

after only four years in business! 

Dr. Fujita was featured in the Case 

Alumni Magazine and delivered the 

keynote speech at the University's 

125th Anniversary event. He will 

share the philosophy behind his 

business, his personal journey and 

success story with the audience. 

Presented in Partnership with: 

 

 

 

Speaker Series is Sponsored by: 

 

 

 

P la i n  Dea le r : My  

C leve l and  P ro f i l e  

 

MotivAsians President, Vi Huynh, 

was recently featured in the Plain 

Dealer’s My Cleveland column. To 

read the article go to: 

 

http://tinyurl.com/2cr4ocj 
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Become a United Way Volunteer! 

 

Volunteers are needed every day in 

our community and YOU can help! 

There’s no one cause for the issues we 

face—and no single solution. But, when 

we LIVE UNITED, we can make a real 

difference. How you can help? Get 

involved! Become a: 

United Way Investment 

Committee Volunteer 

Once the money has been raised, it 

then needs to be carefully distributed. 

Hundreds of volunteers from all 

parts of our community help 

ensure that limited charitable 

dollars are well invested. 

 

As an Investment Committee 

Volunteer you will: 

• Help make funding decision 

• Monitor the programs we 

fund 

 

 

If you are interested in becoming a 

UNITED WAY Volunteer, log on to  

www.unitedwaycleveland.org 

and click on Volunteers or call 

Nancy at (216) 436-2218 

THANK YOU! 

Accepting volunteer applications 

through July 31, 2010 

21st Century Leadership Forum - http://21stcenturyleadershipforum.eventbrite.com/ 

Registration: $15 

Friday, June 25, 2010 

12:30 pm to 6:00 pm 

 

The 21st Century Leadership forum 

was created to support young leaders 

that want to be engaged but are often 

told that they have to “wait their turn.” 

This forum will challenge that thinking 

and begin the conversation on how 

young leaders can become better 

prepared to take leadership roles.  

 

From a political perspective we 

will present an overview to help 

young leaders understand the art 

and science of running a campaign. 

As part of this process we will 

delve into understanding public  

policy, how it is formed and 

connected to politics, the policies 

and procedures of campaign 

financing and how issue based 

campaigns are devised and 

mobilized.  

 

As it relates to general leadership 

we want to offer a perspective on 

how leadership can be inculcated 

into the hearts and minds of 

emerging professionals. Moreover, 

what roles should/could businesses 

play in moving the region forward 

and how that is connected to 

policy development.  

 

The Panels and Workshops are as follows:  

Building Campaign Infrastructure  

The Pipeline to Leadership  

Defining Public Policy vs. Politics  

Campaign Finance and Strategies for 

Identifying Support  

Issue Based Campaigns  

Leadership in Business  

Community Organizing and Coalition 

Building  

Environment for Young Leaders: How to 

Get Inspired  

 

Panelist Include: 

Kevin Boyce - Treasurer State of Ohio  

Jeff Johnson - Award Winning Journalist/

Activist 

Rosa Clemente - National VP Candidate/

Activist  

Terry Travis - Cleveland365.com/365 

Consulting  

Basheer Jones - Radio Talk Show Host 

Andres Gonzales - Cleveland Clinic 

Greg Brown - Policy Bridge 

Darrin Reddus - Jumpstart 

Meredith Turner - Office of U.S. Senator 

Sherrod Brown 

and many more... 
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In September we have Tommy Risanto, 

Assistant VP Finance at Forest City, 

and in November we have Dr. Ye-Fan 

Glavin, who will talk about emerging 

wind energy in Cleveland and Chinese 

business relationships. Each event will 

also be in partnership with another 

Cleveland organization and will include 

plenty of time for networking.  

In July, we will once again have a 

planning session for the upcoming year.  

We will review what we have done this 

past year and what are some things 

YOU want to do this upcoming year. 

As always, this is your organization and 

I encourage all of you who want to 

help participate in the leadership of this 

organization to attend this important 

meeting. More details to come! Also 

included with this newsletter is a 

comprehensive listing of upcoming 

events compiled by the Friends of 

the Capitol Theatre. It lists all the 

fun things to do in Greater Cleveland 

for the next few months. Don’t you 

just love living in Cleveland?!   

Cleveland Museum of Art's          

Second Annual Summer Solstice Party 

Saturday, June 19, 2010 

5:30 p.m. to 2:00 a.m.                    

http://www.clevelandart.org/events/

special%20events.aspx 

Travel the Globe All Night. Celebrate as 

we stretch out the longest day of the 

year with an all-night party welcoming 

the museum’s newest galleries. 

Experience ancient Near Eastern, 

Greek, Roman, and Egyptian art; 

Byzantine, medieval, and African art; 

prints, drawings, and much more. Inside, 

outside, and throughout the new 

galleries, globetrot via performances 

on the main stage with musicians 

from around the world. Plus, stroll 

through the new galleries and enjoy 

surprises throughout the 

evening. Again this year, there are 

three different party tiers so pick the 

time or price point right for 

you.  Last year's party sold out 

across all three tiers, so we 

encourage you to buy your tickets in 

advance! See the web site for info 

and tickets.  

V i ’ s  V i ew  ( c o n t i n u e d  f r om  p a g e  1 )  

"With Great Passion, Comes 

Great Dancing"   

Sean Youn is a seasoned 

ballroom and salsa dancer. He is 

currently teaching June-July Salsa 

Dance Classes as follows. Great 

opportunity to meet other people 

and enjoy social dance 

settings. Mention that you belong 

to MotivAsians and get a Free 

Salsa Group Class. Please send       

e-mail to seanyoun@yahoo.com 

for details and class times. 

WED 7:00 to 7:45pm        

Beginner/Intermediate Salsa  

SUN  12:00 noon to 12:45 pm 

Beginner/Intermediate Salsa  

                                              

One More Step Dance Studio 

4431 Mayfield Rd. 2nd Floor 

South Euclid, Ohio 44121 

www.salsapassion.org/Classes.html 

Are you interested in sponsoring an 

upcoming newsletter? MotivAsians 

publishes this newsletter 

quarterly.  For more information, 

please contact: 

management@motivasians.org  
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