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By Debbie Yue                                         

The 2011 Cleveland Asian Festival took place 

on May 21- 22 and attracted over 30,000 

people to AsiaTown. One of the many 

highlights of the festival was the performances 

by the original winner of Last Comic Standing 

Dat Phan.  Dat has been included in the 

Smithsonian Institution’s exhibition of the Top 

10 Most Influential Vietnamese-American 

Individuals. Actress Yin Chang from Disney’s 

movie Prom and TV series Gossip Girl 

attended both days of the festival and 

cheerfully met with many of the festival goers. 

In addition, the two performance stages 

boasted many wonderful performances, 

martial art demonstrations and a fashion 

show along with energetic performances by 

the Kwan family Lion Dance team and 

Columbus’ Dragon Dance team. There were 

also egg roll and samosa eating contests, a 

children’s activities area and inflatable sumo 

wrestling. The festival offered free Lolly the 
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MotivAsians News 

On June 22, Michael Byun, Jennifer Chin, 
and I had the honor of representing 
MotivAsians, Cleveland Asian Festival, 
and AAPIs in Ohio at a reception 
celebrating AAPI month at the White 
House. Never in my dreams could I 
have imagined this happening! At a 
reception that consisted of Asian 
leaders from across the country, I was 
constantly in awe with the passion of 
these leaders and what they were doing 
in their communities. But what really 
struck me was that we’re doing a lot of 
quality events and initiatives here as 
well. Over the past couple years the 
Asian community in Cleveland has 
become closer and more partnerships 

have resulted from it. See our July 21 
event with the Philippine American 
Society of Ohio YPs as an example. 
We certainly have much more to do 
and I hope that some of our future 
plans outlined in the March 2010 
newsletter will further drive us in the 
right direction. I hope that many of 
you will attend the State of 
MotivAsians meeting on July 27 and 
help us look toward and plan the 
future of MotivAsians and Cleveland! 

 

Email comments to: 
management@motivasians.org 

trolley guided tours of the AsiaTown 

neighborhood. The Asian food court 

offered a diverse array of authentic Asian 

cuisine. The world marketplace included 

over 100 non-food vendors, including 

clothing and jewelry vendors and 

giveaways for Disney’s Kung Fu Panda 2 

movie. The MotivAsians booth sold lucky 

bamboo generously provided by Penang 

Nursery in Apopka, Florida, and raffled 

two gift cards.  We thank the many 

MotivAsians members who volunteered at 

the festival and helped to make it a 

success.  The Cleveland Asian Festival will 

be back on May 19-20, 2012.   
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On June 15th, 2011 I was one of the 

panelists in the International Business 

Session (Day Four) of the Learning 

About Business 2011 Camp. Each year 

approximately 60 high school students, 

entering their junior or senior year, are 

selected from more than 100 applicants. 

Students are actively recruited from 

public and private high schools in 

Cuyahoga, Lake, Geauga and Ashtabula 

counties. For over thirty years, Learning 

About Business (LAB) has provided a 

one week, award-winning, total 

immersion, interactive business 

experience for high school students. 

I was one of the panelists for the “Live, 

Work, and Study Overseas” Panel 

Discussion. The goal of the 

International Business (Day Four) is to 

expose the camp participants to the 

benefits as well as the risks of foreign 

countries and cultures. I hope that 

someday these future leaders (the 

LAB Alumni) will become involved in 

some aspect of international business 

by living, working, or studying 

overseas. 

The LAB organization is always 

looking for volunteers to share their 

experiences living, working, or 

studying overseas. I hope more 

MotivAsians members will partake in 

the Learning About Business 2012 

Camp. Key Foundation, Lubrizol 

Want to burnish your MBA credentials? 

Consider a certificate in diversity 

management from Cleveland State 

University, where we are developing 

culturally competent leaders who can 

lead and sustain change. Looking for a 

life-changing Masters program? Consider 

pursuing a Masters in diversity 

management from Cleveland State 

University, where we are developing 

culturally competent leaders who can 

lead and sustain change. Go to http://

www.csuohio.edu/sciences/dept/

psychology/graduate/diversity/ or call 

216.687.2587 for more information. 

On June 15th, Motivasians co-hosted 

a speaker event with Beta Gamma 

Sigma at Key Tower, featuring Bruce 

McCain, Chief Investment Strategist, 

Key Private Bank. About 50       

members from the two young     

professional organizations attended 

the evening event. Bruce's speech 

focused on economic forecast, e.g. 

performances and outlook of various 

economic sectors, investment and 

labor markets, etc, followed by Q&A. 

Brian Kenney, Board Director of 

BGS, presented "Annual Honoree 

Award" to Bruce McCain, and Vi 

Huynh spoke on behalf of            

MotivAsians as closing remarks. 

Members of Motivasians and BGS 

mingled and networked during the 

reception as well as the social       

networking session following the 

presentation. 

BGS is the largest business honor 

society in the world with 9,300 BGS 

members in Northeast Ohio. BGS 

has hosted joint events with         

MotivAsians in the past, and has     

become one of the growing partners 

with MotivAsians. 

 

Foundation, and Progressive 

Insurance Foundation are few of the 

LAB Contributors. If you are 

interested in this program, please 

contact Danijela Martinovic at 

danijela.martinovic@lubrizol.com  

Collaboration between MotivAsians                                     

and Beta Gamma Sigma (BGS)                                
By Alison Li 

MotivAsians Member in the Community: Submitted by James Toalu 
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MotivAsians members attended the May 

24 Launch Party at Cleveland City Hall 

that attracted well over 500 people 

from across Northeast Ohio. There was 

live entertainment, food from a diverse 

group of vendors and the opportunity 

to hear from Mayor Frank G. Jackson 

and County Executive Ed FitzGerald, 

which kept the crowd buzzing with 

excitement all night long.  

 

The next day, Global Cleveland engaged 

almost 300 civic, business and cultural 

leaders for a full-day planning Summit. 

The Summit attendees participated in 

one of eight breakout groups to begin 

designing initiatives to help attract and 

retain newcomers and to develop 

connection and communication 

strategies. Throughout the day, 

attendees shared innovative ideas and 

thoughtful feedback that will help 

sharpen Global Cleveland' s strategy 

as they move forward into the 

programming phase.  

MotivAsians mission to recruit and 

retain Asian professionals aligns 

closely with the goals of Global 

Cleveland. Expect more partnerships 

and synergies in the future!  

 

By Lyvian Loh 

On May 7, 2011, MotivAsians organized 

its first Discover Cleveland! Professional 

Development series – Behind the scenes 

tour of Plain Dealer Production & 

Distribution Plant located in Brooklyn, 

Ohio. 

Over 25 members attended this event. 

We first met with Ms. Janet Cho and 

had a one hour discussion session 

with her before our tour. Janet Cho is 

a Business reporter at the Plain 

Dealer. It was so nice to hear her 

share her 12 years of experience 

working at Plain Dealer in Cleveland. 

There were a lot of questions and 

answers, ranging from her favorite 

article to the future of print news. 

We then moved to the facility to start 

our tour at 11 o'clock. Each of us was 

distributed with a headset so we could 

all hear the tour guide while she was 

giving the tour. We learned about the 

history of Plain Dealer and the 

structure of its distribution plant, how  

the Plain Dealer got its name, what 

kind of paper stock they use for 

printing, where they get their paper 

stock from, what the Plain Dealer's 

regular printing and distribution 

schedule is, which robots were 

assigned to assist which printing 

machine, etc. Overall, it was an 

insightful tour for all of us. Stay tuned 

for the next Discover Cleveland tour! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discover Cleveland—Plain Dealer Production & Distribution Center Recap 

MotivAsians and the Global Cleveland Initiative                                                     
(excerpts from Global Cleveland newsletter) 
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State of MotivAsians 

It is that time of year again where we 

will review our accomplishments 

from this past year and plan for the 

upcoming year. Are you interested in  

contributing ideas and being a leader 

in this thriving organization of Asian 

Professionals? Then join us! 

Wednesday, July 27, 2011  

6:00PM 

More details to come! 

 

Volunteer Opportunity 

This summer The Center for Families and Children is hosting 20 produce 

markets at 7 locations where they give away free food to any community 

member in need. These markets have given away 65,000 pounds of donated 

food, which caters to approximately 8,000 people in need. In order to make 

these events successful, they rely on volunteers to help distribute produce and 

assist in the overall success of these markets. One of the distribution locations 

is the Bingham Early Learning Center located in a predominantly Asian 

neighborhood. They are especially looking for volunteers that can communicate 

in Chinese and explain the registration form to the clients in that neighborhood.  

But all interested volunteers are welcome to join as well! 

Volunteers are needed from 8 am to 12:30.  If you are interested, please 

contact:  

Mia Pollock, Produce Market Intern                                        

mpollock@c4fc.org                                                                                     

216 325-9309 

For volunteer calendar: 

http://bit.ly/li0pMU 

(i)CLEVELAND is working to create a 

network of young professionals to 

support a new generation of leaders 

for Cleveland. Join our (i)

CLEVELAND Mentor Directory that 

will allow our interns to reach out 

individually for networking and 

professional development. 

The Mentor Directory will be posted 

on a semi-secure site through the 

Cleveland Leadership Center website. 

The link to the directory will only be 

shared with (i)CLEVELAND 

participants, and you determine what 

information you would like to be 

available. You may also request to add 

or remove your information at any 

time during the program. 

Becoming an (i) CLEVELAND Mentor: 

To be listed as a mentor resource to 

our (i)CLEVELAND summer interns 

please email the following information 

to Christy Burke at 

cburke@cleveleads.org. 

· Name: 

· Title and Organization/Company: 

· Contact information (email, phone, 

twitter…) 

· Education (schools you’ve attended): 

· Civic interests / involvement: 

· A Photo (optional) 

Questions about the (i)CLEVELAND 

Mentor Directory? Contact Christy 

Burke at cburke@cleveleads.org or 

216-592-2226. 

Save The Dates 

Mentoring Opportunity 

Summer Calendar of Events in Greater Cleveland 

Click here for a list of upcoming festival, fairs, concerts, and more! 

http://bit.ly/mprIXI 

Networking with PASO 

MotivAsians will be cohosting a 

networking event with the Philippine 

American Society of Ohio’s young 

professionals. 

Thursday, July 21, 2011  

Dragonfly  

6:00PM 

More details to come! 
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