
1 

It turned out to be a beautiful day for the annual 

Motivasians’ BBQ. It was a day filled with great food, 

games, catching up with old friends and making new ones 

— A great way to celebrate a summer Saturday afternoon 

in Cleveland! 

The BBQ was held at Edgewater Park, lower level. 

People took full advantage of the sun and the sand, as 

seen in pictures from page 9-13.  

The MotivAsians board would like to thank all our 

members and volunteers for coming out and making  it a 

memorable event. We look forward to seeing you again 

next year.  

                             MotivAsians’ Annual BBQ 
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                           MotivAsians at the Fourth Annual Cleveland Asian Festival 

                                                                               Deborah Yue 

 

MotivAsians for Cleveland is a proud supporter of the annual Cleveland Asian Festival!  The 2013 Cleveland 

Asian Festival took place on May 18th and 19th and drew a crowd of over 38,000 people from around the region 

(and world) to Cleveland’s AsiaTown neighborhood.  One of the highlights of the festival was Filipina-American 

singer Cheesa from NBC’s The Voice.   Cheesa was born in Hawaii and rose to stardom when she was chosen 

by Cee-Lo Green on NBC’s The Voice.  Cheesa’s powerful vocals rocked the festival! 

The festival also featured two performance stages packed with performances from a diverse array of Asian art-

ists and martial art performers and a fashion show, which included MotivAsians’ co-president Jennifer Luu!  Of 

course, the amazing Kwan Family Lion Dance team wowed festival goers of all ages.   The egg roll and sushi 

eating competitions brought competitive eaters and hungry festival goers together as they vied for the champi-

onship titles. 

Other family-friendly activities included a children’s activities area and inflatable sumo wrestling.  The festival 

offered free AsiaTown shuttle tours with tour guides showcasing the diverse businesses in the neighborhood.  

The health pavilion brought world class physicians from the local health institutions and organizations to Asia 

Plaza to perform free health screenings, to provide health-related information and to answer health-related 

questions. 
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   Motivasians’ Co-President Rachael Ng Interview in Kaleidoscope Magazine  

Our Co-President Rachael Ng is featured in the Diversity Issue of Kaleidoscope Magazine! Check 
out her interview under the Asian Inclusion— Building Leadership with Asian Americans in North-
east Ohio, part 1.The article touches on various aspects of the Asian community in Cleveland and 
briefly discusses how Northeast Ohio attracts young Asian-American professionals and keep  them 
satisfied with the vitality of the region. The article can be found at https://www.facebook.com/media/
set/?set=a.10151657857401112.1073741830.48281251111&type=3 

 Part 2 of the article series will cover the Asian Initiative on Economic Development.  

If you have any suggestions for the newsletter or would like to see a future topic, share information, articles, upcoming events 
with the group, please contact Pinky Purohit at purohit_pinky@yahoo.com 
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   National Senior Games  

Rachael Ng 

  On Saturday, July 20th and Sunday, July 21st, MotivAsians members had the opportunity to partake 
in the beginning days of the National Senior Games 2013! The National Senior Games Association is 
a non-profit corporation who’s main purpose is to promote healthy and active lifestyles for those who 
are ages 50 and older. Individuals come from across the nation for this bi-yearly event. This year, the 
games were held in Cleveland, where athletes came to compete in multiple sports like that of triathlon 
racing, archery, badminton, basketball, pickleball, and many more! The entire event ran from July 
19th-August 1st. 

MotivAsians members had the opportunity to assist in the Medalist Ceremony, where we represented 
the young professional sector of Cleveland. Our members were able to meet with talented athletes, 
showcasing our group as well as making new friends! 
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Thanks to the generosity of community supporter Margaret Wong & Associates, members of MotivAsians 
for Cleveland had the pleasure of attending a wonderful event held at the White North Stables in Chagrin 
Falls on September 28 to benefit North Coast Community Homes (NCCH).  The elegant event titled "Home 
Sweet Homes IV" supports the mission of NCCH that develops and maintains safe and affordable homes 
for individuals with disabilities.  

 The evening's Emcee was the always charming Robin Swoboda, (News Anchor for WKYC Channel 3) who 
was joined on stage by former colleague Dick Russ (Retired News Anchor, who is now a Vice President at 
NCCH and was the Co-Chair of the splendid event).    

Highlights of the event were visiting and feeding some gorgeous prize-winning horses, wonderful meals, 
opportunity to bid on amazing auction items, always fun "Heads or Tails" game, dancing and most of all, 
learning more about the very worthwhile mission of North Coast Community Homes.  It was an honor for 
the MotivAsian members to represent the growing Asian-American community at the event, while at the 
same time network with area leaders and increase awareness of NCCH.   

MotivAsians at North Coast Community Homes Fundraiser 

 Wayne Wong 
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The 34
th

 Philippine Nurses Association of America National Convention  
 

Phil Bautista 

In conjunction with the Philippine Nurses Association of Ohio, the Philippine Nurses Association of 
America held its 34

th
 Annual National Convention in Cleveland, from Tuesday, July 23 to Sunday, July 

28, 2013. 
 
The National Convention featured educational sessions on the implications of the English-only work 
rule to international nurses practicing in America; strategies to enhance patient experience and the 
advancement of health missions; the practical and financial impact of Healthcare Reform, and strate-
gies to prevent cancer and heart diseases; among many other relevant and current topics. 
 
The National Convention was not only educational but also offered an opportunity for attendees to 
network and socialize with their colleagues from across the country at the many scheduled social 
events, including a tour of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame; a 5-K “Walk and Roll” at Edgewater Park; 
a “Taste of Cleveland” bus and walking tour, and the “Royal Masquerade Ball” Gala, among other so-
cial events. 
 
If you are interested in more information on the Convention, please visit http://www.mypnaa.org/34th 
convention/ 

Cleveland Asian Festival 

Continued from page 2 

 

The Asian food court was a foodie paradise and featured diverse Asian cuisine from the Philippines, 
Cambodia, Vietnam, Nepal, Laos, China, Japan, Korea and India.  The world marketplace was bus-
tling with non-food vendors, including clothing and jewelry vendors, Hindu and India inspired greet-
ing card vendor, and local arts and craft vendors.   

 

The MotivAsians for Cleveland booth sold lucky bamboo generously provided by Penang Nursery in 
Apopka, Florida, and raffled a photo shoot with a make-up session.  MotivAsians congratulates raf-
fle winner, Hui-Ling Haldemar, and thanks I Heart Life Photography and Natasha Make-Up Artist for 
their generous donation!   

 

MotivAsians also wishes to thank the many MotivAsians members who volunteered and attended at 
the festival and helped to make it a success.  The Cleveland Asian Festival will be back on May 17-
18, 2014, so mark your calendars!  More information about the festival can be found at 
www.ClevelandAsianFestival.org. 

http://www.mypnaa.org/34th%20convention/
http://www.mypnaa.org/34th%20convention/
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Discover Cleveland—Behind the Scene Tour of  WKYC  

Rachael Ng 

Lights, Camera, Action! MotivAsians for Cleveland had a special opportunity to explore WKYC Channel 3, 
located in downtown Cleveland. 26 MotivAsians members were able to attend, and MotivAsians own mem-
ber and also WKYC reporter, Jason Nguyen, gave our members an exclusive look into the makings of the 
television station. From the sound systems, the weather map, and even to the "Live on Lakeside" set, mem-
bers were able to experience, first hand, the development of one of Cleveland's most prominent television 
stations. 
 
The members who attended this 2 hour tour had an extremely good time. Special thanks goes to Jason for 
extending this opportunity to our organization! 
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Discover Cleveland—Behind the Scene Tour of  WKYC  
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                 MotivAsians at the Cleveland International Film Festival  

                                                        Alex Alarcon  

MotivAsians sponsored a film at the annual 37
th
 Cleveland International Film Festival (CIFF)  . This 

year we selected a film from Japan called “Key of Life” by award-winning director Kenji Uchida.  We 

also gave away 12 free tickets to members during our events! 

 

“Key of Life” is a comedy film that was light and fun to watch with some very interesting twists. There’s 

a love story, memory loss, and identity exchange. This is in stark contrast from our selection in the 36
th
 

CIFF which, although good and historical, was quite intense and had some disturbing scenes.  

 

Alex Alarcon, Director of Membership, opened and introduced “Key of Life” to a packed theater at 

Tower City. People were excited and were looking forward to seeing this movie. There was constant 

laughter during the viewing. People continued talking about it as everyone left the theater. As a testa-

ment to its quality, the film was put on ‘Stand By” for its two viewings. 

 

Mark your calendars for the 38
th
 CIFF on March 19-30, 2014. We promise that we will once again be 

selecting a good film for everyone to enjoy! Look for free tickets again! See you there! 

                                                         JOB OPENING  

 

                                    ASIA INC. —  Manager of Cultural Outreach 

Position Available: Manager, Cultural Outreach 
Location: Akron, Ohio 

Pay Rate: Based on qualifications (.75-1.0 FTE, exempt) 

 

General Information 
35-40 hours per week. Position offers full benefits (Paid time off – personal, vacation and holidays; LTD, 
Life, Dental/Vision, Health and retirement plan). For interested candidates, please send resume and cover 
letter to Mao Vue (mvue@asiaohio.org). No calls please. 

 

For detailed information on  Asian Services  in Action (ASIA) , qualifications required and duties and re-
sponsibilities please visit their website http://www.asiaohio.org/2013/10/01/position-available-manager-
cultural-outreach/ 

http://www.asiaohio.org/2013/10/01/position-available-manager-cultural-outreach/
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The original article can be found at http://clevelandindieclub.com/2012/archives/224 

                          Linsanity: The Movie to Cleveland                                                    

If you are a sport fan or want to be inspired by Jer-
emy’s hard work to get where he is at now, you 
should consider checking this movie out.  
It is a documentary, and it is showing at Cinemark 
on Nov 11 as a grass root effort (four walls method 
of marketing), so the earlier you make reservations, 
the more in reality this is happening (if there isn’t 
enough quote for the theatre, you will not be 
charged). If we can make this a success, we know 
that we can do the same for our own films shot in 
Cleveland and can be a good way to market/
promote our films throughout the chain theaters. 
 

Hats off to Lisa Wong with OCA Cleveland for put-
ting this together. 

Reserve your tickets today for an exclusive screen-
ing of the documentary, Linsanity on Monday, No-
vember 11 at 7:30 p.m. at the Cinemark in Valley 
View, Ohio. 

For Reservations, go to: http://www.tugg.com/go/
pugyjo#.UlTQJ9mCSIs.gmail 
Check out the trailer and share anywhere and eve-
rywhere: http://youtu.be/q14ooGPJZBs 

Description: 
Before the glossy magazine covers, Jeremy Lin was a quiet NBA journeyman, unknown to the public 
eye. The unassuming Harvard alum would take us on one of the wildest rides in sports history, known 
as Linsanity. 

What began as a film project to document the life of an overlooked NBA walk-on became our all-access 
pass to one of the unlikeliest stories ever to be told. We have exclusive footage with Jeremy himself and 
close family and friends. 

This film documents Jeremy’s life for several years, capturing never-before-seen footage of him at the 
highest and lowest points in his basketball career. An intimate portrayal of a rising hero fighting unbeata-
ble odds, it is our joy to share Jeremy Lin’s story with you now. 
— 
Website: www.linsanitythemovie.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/linsanitythemovie 
Twitter: @LinsanityMovie 
Instagram: @linsanitythemovie 
Tumblr: www.linsanitythemovie.tumblr.com 

http://www.ocagc.org
http://www.tugg.com/go/pugyjo#.UlTQJ9mCSIs.gmail
http://www.tugg.com/go/pugyjo#.UlTQJ9mCSIs.gmail
http://youtu.be/q14ooGPJZBs
http://www.linsanitythemovie.com/
http://www.facebook.com/linsanitythemovie
http://www.linsanitythemovie.tumblr.com/
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MotivAsians’ Annual BBQ    

Continued from page 1 
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